MINUTES OF THE VIRTUAL MEETING OF THE FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE of BERINSFIELD PARISH COUNCIL held on Monday 21st March, 2022
Present 

Councillor P. Bridge 

Chairman 



Councillor I. Bunyan




Councillor S. Henry




Councillor Mrs. A. Jones




Councillor D. Scate

Councillor S. Scott-Ely 
1.
Declaration of Interests.   The following Councillors declared their interest in applications for grant aid and did not take part in the discussion or vote.

Councillor P. Bridge :


Trustee of the Riverside Counselling Service







Engaged with Berinsfield Community Association

Councillor I. Bunyan


Member of the Committee of Berinsfield Social Club

Councillor Mrs. A. Jones

Youth worker at the Berry Youth Centre


Councillor D. Scate


Trustee of the Berin Centre 


Councillor S. Scott-Ely

Trustee of Berinsfield Information and Volunteer Centre







Trustee of Berinsfield Voluntary Day Centre

2.
To receive the Minutes of the Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting held on 15th November 2021.  The contents of the Minutes of the meeting held on 15th November 2021 were noted by the Committee.

3.
To consider grant aid applications for the year 2022-23.  A schedule of the applications for grants from the Parish Council’s grant aid budget for the year 2022-23  was distributed to each member of the Committee for consideration.  The Parish Council has included the sum of £5,000.00 in its budget for 2022-23 for grant aid purposes.  It was AGREED to recommend that grants totalling £4,500 should be made to the following organisations for 2022-23.
	Applicant
	Details
	Amount 



	Berin Centre
	Request for a grant to help to ensure the continued financial security of the Berin Centre during 2022-23.  Accounts and supporting documents were provided to the Committee.

	£500.00

	Berry Youth Centre
Applicant
	Berry Youth Centre made a request for a grant towards the cost of taking members of the Youth Club on extracurricular trips from the village and also to assist with the payment of the utility bills incurred in running the Berry Youth Centre.

Details 


	£1,250.00
Amount



	Berinsfield Voluntary Day Centre
	A grant is requested to assist with the costs of replacing some arts and crafts materials for the clients and to invest in more physical activities for the clients by purchasing games etc. that will promote health and well-being.
	£750.00

	Berinsfield Community Association
	Request for a grant to assist the Club in holding two events for residents.
1.  The Queen’s Jubilee celebrations for adults and children

2.  Christmas pantomime


	£500.00

	Berinsfield 
Information & 

Volunteer Centre 


	Grant required to assist with running costs.   The staff at BIVC work very closely with other agencies to support clients’ needs and due  to Covid and the rise in the cost of living, interviews are now more in depth and time consuming.
	£1,300.00


	Berinsfield Information and Volunteer Centre – Village Fete 
	Request for a grant to assist with  the costs of running the village fete, which has been arranged for 23rd July, 2022.
	£200.00


4.
To receive details of the income and expenditure to date.   Details of the expenditure to the 20th March 2022 had been circulated to Members of the Committee, together with the predicted expenditure to 31st March 2022.   The Committee noted the information.
5.
To review the effectiveness of the internal audit for 2020-21.  The Committee considered the draft report on the review of the effectiveness of the internal audit for 2020-21.   It was AGREED that under item 7 the Parish Council should include a statement encouraging Members to attend relevant training courses.   It was AGREED  to recommend that subject to the addition to item 7, the report should be accepted by the Parish Council, signed by the Chairman and filed in the Minute Book.
6.
To review the Parish Council’s Risk Assessment for the year 2022-23.
The Committee considered the draft Risk Management Policy for the year 2022-23.  It was AGREED to recommend the document should be approved by the Parish Council for the year 2022-23 and filed in the Minute Book.
7.
Berinsfield Parish Council Standing Orders.    The Committee reviewed the Standing Orders  that were prepared on 12th April 2021.   The Committee did not recommend any amendments to the Standing Orders.
8.
Berinsfield Parish Council Financial  Regulations   The Committee reviewed the Financial Regulations that were prepared on 12th April, 2021.   The Committee did not recommend any amendments to the Financial Regulations.
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9.
 Any Other Financial/General Purposes matters  


a)
Community Garden Competition.    The Committee was informed that Berry Youth Centre is working with the Berin Centre on a community garden project to improve a small area of land by their site.   The finished garden will benefit the whole community.     The Youth Centre is running a competition with the young youth members to design a community garden and the winning design will be chosen by the Youth Parish Council and will be built by the older youth members from the Youth Centre, YoCO and landscaping contractors.   Berry Youth Centre has asked if the Parish Council would be able to donate a prize(s) to be given to the successful participants.    The Committee considered this request and it was AGREED to recommend that the Parish Council should make  the sum of £50.00 available to be used as prizes for the competition.

b)
Maintenance of Football Pitches.    The Committee was informed that three quotations have been obtained to carry out the annual maintenance of the football pitches.   The work has not been carried out for three years and prices have increased considerably during that time.  It was agreed that the company submitting the lowest quotation should be asked to re-quote using 120 tonnes of sand instead of 180 tonnes of sand per pitch and that the quotations should then be presented to the Parish Council at its meeting to be held on 4th April, 2022.


c)
To consider planning application P22/S0783/HH  Proposed ground floor side extension and proposed first floor side extension, 35 Leach Road, Berinsfield OX10 7QG.   Details of the application had been forwarded to the Members of the Committee prior to the meeting.   It was AGREED that the Parish Council should inform South Oxfordshire District Council that it has no objections to the application and therefore would support it.


d)
Tree maintenance.   The Clerk provided financial information relating to  tree maintenance in the village.     The Parish Council has placed an order for five Poplar trees on the recreation ground to be pollarded at a cost of £6750.    The removal of the Poplar tree on the Glyme Drive open space, including root grinding will cost £1375.   The Tree Surgeons recommended  that three other Poplar trees on the Glyme Drive open space should be pollarded at a cost of £2995.   As the lease on the Glyme Drive open space has expired and South Oxfordshire District Council have not yet renewed this, it was AGREED to recommend  that the Parish Council should try and recoup the £1375.00 incurred in removing the fallen tree and should also inform South Oxfordshire District Council of the recommendations of the Tree Surgeons regarding the need to pollard the remaining Poplar trees to prevent further problems.
e)
Charging floodlight batteries at Pavilion.   The Committee noted the information in the agenda that the batteries for the flood lights would not pose any risk if they were to be charged in the pavilion.   The Committee discussed how the electricity used could be re-charged to the Football Club and also wanted to know that the installation of the double socket would be carried out by an electrical contractor who could provide the appropriate certificate.   Councillor  Henry agreed to research the costs of providing electricity for charging the batteries and when his report is received the Football Club will be informed about the additional charge for the periods that the batteries are on charge at the pavilion.

f)
Community Table Tennis.   The Committee noted that the Parish Council would like to accept the offer of having a table tennis table in the village.   The Committee considered that the most appropriate site for the installation of the table tennis table would be to the left (looking from the pavilion) of the skateboard park where it would get some protection from the wind.   The Committee considered that it would need either a concrete, tarmac or wetpour base.    The Committee also discussed the need for a hard base under the existing basket ball unit and it was AGREED to recommend that a quotation should be obtained for the provision of a square metre of concrete, tarmac and wetpour before assessing how large an area would be required for both the table tennis table and the basketball unit.
10.
Date of next meeting – 21st November, 2022
